SO                                    GEORGE  IV.

heads to issue a warrant for the arrest of the leading
promoters of the meeting ; the warrant was given
into the hands of the local Chief Constable. The
Chief Constable declared that he could not possibly
attempt to execute the warrant without the assistance
of the military; and the magistrates thereupon issued
instructions to some of the commanders of the mili-
tary." Up to this part of the proceedings there seems
no contradiction between the account given by the
promoters of the meeting and that given by the
authorities. The uncertainty is as to how and why
the active intervention of the soldiers began. There
was, no doubt, confusion of orders and confusion of
ideas. When the Yeomanry were seen advancing,
Hunt, who began to be afraid that a panic might
break out among those who composed the meeting,
called on the people to give three cheers. The
Yeomanry possibly mistook the cheers for shouts of
defiance, and possibly in some way or another got it
into their heads that they were ordered to advance.
They did advance, at all events, waving their swords,
and apparently with the intention of dispersing the
meeting; but of course, as the number of the Yeo-
manry was comparatively small and the number of
the crowd was immense, the only immediate result
was that the Yeomanry got thoroughly swallowed up
in the crowd and could neither advance nor retreat.
Just at this moment, as luck would have it, the two
squadrons of Hussars came within sight, and soon
reached the verge of the crowd. Thereupon some of
the magistrates, who were watching the proceedings,
seemed to have thoroughly lost their heads. The